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Panerai Cowes success

PHOTOGRAPHS BY GUIDO CANTINI AND PETER SMITH

Racing was as competitive as ever on the Solent as an impressive fleet
of classics old and new gathered at Cowes for Panerai British Classic
Week in July. Talk of the regatta was a new maxed-out race yacht from
Spirit, a 52D called Oui Fling, but even she couldn’t beat defending
regatta champion Whooper, the 1939 Laurent Giles design owned by
Giovanni Belgrano, which won the event overall. At the final night’s
prize-giving, Panerai’s Philippe de Saint Lager presented the crew with
the BCYC Racing Trophy and a Panerai Luminor Marina Automatic
Acciaio - 44mm watch. (continued page 14)
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The bigger boats didn’t have it all their way and it was the

smallest in the fleet that was third overall, Richard Matthews’
25ft 9in (7.84m) Stella Scorpio taking a class victory and an
impressive win in the regatta’s long course, a 45-mile race in
conditions that forced most boats to retire. Scorpio (1964) had
Rio Olympic 470 gold medallist Saskia Clark on foredeck.

An international entry of more than 50 yachtsithis year
included a Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron team, racihg Fife 6-M
Melita in a six-strong fleet of 6-Ms.

Aside from the racing, the British Classic ¥achtiClub put an
emphasis on new Concours d’Elégance prizes. Best
professionally maintained yacht was Michael Briggs’ 1904 Fife
30 Linear Rater Mikado, while best owner-kept yacht was 1952
Fife sloop Nyachilwa, owned by Graham Dallas. The overall
concours winner was Cuilaun, a 1969 McGruer ketch owned by
Brian Smullen for all of her 48 years.
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he bigger boats didn’t have it all their way and it was the
mallest in the fleet that was third overall, Richard Matthews’
5ft 9in (7.84m) Stella Scorpio taking a class victory and an
npressive win in the regatta’s long course, a 45-mile race in
onditions that forced most boats to retire. Scorpio (1964) had
io Olympic 470 gold medallist Saskia Clark on foredeck.

An international entry of more than 50 yachts this year
icluded a Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron team, racing Fife 6-M
lelita in a six-strong fleet of 6-Ms.

Aside from the racing, the British Classic Yacht Club put an
mphasis on new Concours d’Elégance prizes. Best
rofessionally maintained yacht was Michael Briggs’ 1904 Fife
O Linear Rater Mikado, while best owner-kept yacht was 1952
ife sloop Nyachilwa, owned by Graham Dallas. The overall
oncours winner was Cuilaun, a 1969 McGruer ketch owned by
rian Smullen for all of her 48 years.

- :_’}fgwﬁall winner Whoape,c,ﬁads S&S_Sunmaid V, both built on the Isle of Wight, and the
1969 McGruer design Cuilaun 2 Class winners on stage, ingluding Olympian Saskia Clark,

3 Barney Sandeman’s S&S yawl Laughing Gull with crew including Tim
Blackman, BCYC co-founder 4 Spinnakers set on Damian B (orange),
Cereste (blue) and Cetewayo (red) 5 The 30SgM Kajsa was sailed by
Peter Wilson, former owner of Albeburgh Boatyard 6 Fresh from the
Spirit Yachts yard and talk of the regatta was the maxed-out Oui Fling,
owned by Irvine Laidlaw, winner of the modern classics class 7 Every

second counts on the racecourse! 8 Classic Boat and Spirit Yachts
pontoon party in fine weather on Thursday evening 9 Dedicated crew
kept the fleet of 52 boats in top condition all week 10 BCYC commodore
David Murrin’s Cetewayo safe as a ship crosses the racecourse.

Read more - racing on the only gaffer in the fleet, page 70
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